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WEST POINT, NY  August 4, 2007.  The historical backdrop of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point made this year s NER Conference one of the best in recent in years in both attendance and 
activities.  The conference opened with a reception on Friday evening, and got down to business on Sat-
urday morning with the General Assembly at Eisenhower Hall.    

The masters of ceremonies for the assembly were C/
LtCol Trent Schill, C/LtCol Noah Schill, and C/Maj Zachary King.  The 
Assembly began with the introduction of the official party which in-

cluded Maj Gen Antonio J. Pineda, the 
National Commander, Brig. Gen. Amy S. 
Courter, National Vice Commander, Col 
Robert Diduch, the Region Commander 
and other dignitaries from Maxwell AFB. 
After the colors were presented, the Re-
gion Chaplain, LtCol Van Don Williams 
delivered the invocation.   

The guest speakers included Gen Pineda, the CAP National Commander, 
Mr. Ronald Rowland, the Executive Director of CAP, Col Russell Hodgkins, 
the Commander of CAP/USAF and Col Douglas Anderson, the Commander 
of the 305th Medical Group.  The main theme of the day was public service 
and homeland security.  Col Hodgkins stated that the military can not make 
this war on terror without the citizen warriors referring to the members of 
the Civil Air Patrol.   

After the opening remarks, several awards detailed below were presented 
to NER members for their actions and duty performance.  The most note-
worthy awards went to three cadets who were recognized for saving a life in 
May 2007 at the scene of an accident.  Two Cadets received the National 
Commander s Commendation Award and one received the CAP Bronze 
Medal of Valor.  

Following the assembly members could choose from a number of activities 
including target shooting with 22 caliber rifles on the small bore rifle range, 
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